Kentucky Association of Conservation District Employees
Special Conference Call

October 16, 2008

11:00 a.m. EST

Participants:

Brian Hacker – President

Linda Smith – Past President

Martha Newby – Reporter

Stephanie Young – Vice President & Area 8
Linda Russell – Secretary

Leslie Fourqurean – Area 2 
Wanda Gilbert – Area 7
Shelly Isenberg – Area 3
Lillie Cox – Member
Mr. Hacker thanked everyone for participating in this special conference call.  There has been quite a lot of discussion via email about Kentucky sponsoring the snacks for the SECDEA conference in Pigeon Forge in November.  We are still planning on members bringing homemade items for the snacks.  Martha Newby and Lillie Cox have an idea and wondered what everyone thinks about it.  Mr. Hacker asked them to present their idea.  
Martha spoke with Janet Eaton from Dept. of Ag’s Kentucky PROUD and composed a partial list of items that are made in counties in Kentucky. This list is attached to the original minutes.  She emailed this before the conference call.  She and Lillie have the idea to get Kentucky products from local farmer’s markets, cottage industries, or larger companies along with some of the homemade snacks be made using ingredients from Kentucky.  This would promote Kentucky Proud products and produce, etc. from Farmers Markets.  Lillie said we would have a card placed at each item saying who made the product and from what county and if it was a homemade item would have the ingredient from Kentucky listed and the county in which it was produced.  Whatever is brought from your region have another one to put in a basket or piece of pottery for the silent auction.  If we have a lot of items, we can put several together in some type of container – basket, pottery, bowl, flower pot, etc. so it can be displayed nicely.  Martha said she will try to make 2 baskets for the silent auction.  Stephanie Young moved to name our refreshment hosting, “A Taste of Kentucky”, and have some of the snacks made from local ingredients.  Homemade items are still needed.  Leslie Fourqurean seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Martha and Lillie are working on getting cheese crackers made in Woodford County.  A friend of theirs has volunteered to make scones and donate them.  Lillie and Martha may be able to get some beaten biscuits to bring along.  Stephanie volunteered to make tea biscuits possibly using a biscuit mix made in Scott County for the morning of November 11th. Leslie will see about getting a country ham from Christian County which was this year’s state fair winner!   When the country ham is obtained it can be cooked and sliced in Woodford County.  
It was also decided not to leave the snacks out all day due to them drying out.  Linda Russell said she will bring Tupperware containers to store the food in and biscuit cutters to make the biscuits.  Lillie has volunteered to decorate the refreshment tables with autumn décor but will need assistance keeping it stocked.  

Wanda Gilbert said the Cumberland County Homemakers are going to make 5 types of cookies and donate them.  Other ideas were having apples, and other fruits served with bourbon caramel sauce and Cheddar Snap crackers.  Brian will check on obtaining bottled water from Cumberland Gap which is bottled in Kentucky.   Brian knows someone who can make banana bread and butter.  Homemade butter and salsas made in Kentucky would be nice if anyone knows who makes that.  Sauces, candy, jam, jelly, or fruit butters to serve with various breads would also be good items to bring.  Linda Russell will make pumpkin and zucchini breads.  Linda Smith will bring sorghum and honey from Allen County.  Martha will call Patricia Bennett in Clark County and see if she will check with Ale 8 for some of their products.  She will also call the other district offices to see if they can assist in getting some of the products from their county.   She said she just mentioned a very few things on the attached list if anyone knows of anything else please feel free to see if it is possible to get. Martha may be able to get a specially made “Kentucky Proud” basket.  
There are many varied products made in Kentucky and we will try to get most of the items donated to keep the cost down.  According to what we get, we may split it up and have different items each morning and afternoon break.   Please email Martha Newby and let her know what you plan to bring or send by someone else so she can keep a running list and have an idea of what we will have. 
Since we are “Going Green” this year, Brian is checking to see if we can go green with glass plates, glasses and/or coffee cups.  He has emailed Maime Caison about this but hasn’t received a reply yet.  He will also see if the SECDEA will buy the coffee and hot water for tea and that way the hotel will probably provide the glass dinnerware for us.   Martha will bring “Recycle” containers for the plastic water bottles and soft drink cans.  We will need to see where we can recyle these after the conference is over.  
DOC/KACDE Trainings
Linda Smith spoke to her DOC Field Rep Steven Olt about her areas meeting to be held at the library in Somerset in December.  He was concerned that 2 rooms may not be large enough for everyone.  She is still unsure of what trainings will be offered.  Quickbooks, the process of cost share for District Techs and something for education coordinators would be good topics.  Some of the DOC Field Reps weren’t even aware that KACDE will be assisting with the trainings.  Brian is expecting a return call from Steve Coleman about the trainings.
Fundraisers

Shelly Isenberg, Special Projects Chair, gave some suggestions for fundraisers – handmade candles, tobacco stick stars, Christmas ornaments, autumn and Christmas wreaths.  She stated that primitive items were popular now too.  Martha mentioned that one of her artistic friends paints Santa’s on a tobacco stick and will see if she can get a photo.  It would be a good idea to have at least some items like these to take to Pigeon Forge or to the upcoming trainings in December.  Linda Russell said she would help Shelly and Linda Smith make the wreaths.  
There being no other business Mr. Hacker adjourned at 12:10 pm.  

Minutes taken and respectfully submitted by 
Linda Russell.

KACDE Secretary
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