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This is a great way to get to know your co-workers and what is happening in our sister counties.

 Who’s in the “Limelight”!

Melvin Dean - Fayette County Conservation District
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 Hello all! My name is Melvin Dean and I have been working as the Conservation Technician for the Fayette County Conservation District for almost 5 years now. I assist our DC with Farm Bill workload – mostly EQIP – along with State Cost-Share. I also oversee our Phase I Model Programs (OFWEP, FIP, DIV, & KARE), assist The Bluegrass Conservancy (non-profit conservation easement organization) and our local PDR (Purchase of Development Rights) Program with maps for their easement properties, tree seedling give-a-way, Field Day, and other local events such as Reforest The Bluegrass, and keep a certain Environmental Educator out of trouble. Our NRCS office covers two other counties – Jessamine and Scott – therefore I get to work in these counties as well. I have a great “work family” in my three counties. Not only my immediate conservation district and NRCS family, but the service center family as well (RD and FSA).  After a good UK football or basketball game, I can’t wait until the next morning to talk about it at work!

     I graduated from the University of Kentucky in 2002 (after a long road from graduating from high school in 1994) with a degree in Natural Resource Conservation & Management. I grew up in Lexington – home of the UK Wildcats!  Go CATS!  I wasn’t raised on a farm, but always had a love for the outdoors. I spent time on my grandparent’s cattle and tobacco farm in Jessamine County growing up, especially in the summers. Today, I live on that farm, which has been in my family for over 200 years, with my beautiful wife of 7 years, Andrea.

      When I’m not at work, you can usually find me hiking the farm with my dogs, Vernon and Winston, watching UK sports, or fly fishing. Fly fishing is my true passion, which corresponds to my work. Livestock out of streams = clean water = good fish habitat. We are fortunate to have some incredible trout streams throughout our beautiful state. I fish the Dix River and Cumberland River on a regular basis. And have gotten addicted to steelhead fishing in northern Ohio (Lake Erie tributaries). And anyone who has caught one of these fish will tell you, it is an addiction! 

     Since I was little, I’ve wanted to work with a government agency that could assist landowners with our precious natural resources. Conservation districts go beyond just “helping” landowners in my mind. We build relationships with our community and our natural world. And working with the conservation district and its partnership agencies is more rewarding than I ever thought possible before I took this position. I truly feel like I, as part of the conservation movement, am making a difference.     

Awards Committee Chairperson Notes:   Melvin is a KACDE Member, dedicated to his job and will help you anyway he can.  Keep up the good work!
           Crystal Steward - Clay County Conservation District
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 Hello, my Name is Crystal Stewart. I work for the Clay County Conservation District as a District Secretary. I have been at my District for a year and a half. I am married to a wonderful man named Brian and also Mother of two wonderful sons, Austin and Nicholas.  I was born and raised in Rockford, IL. But I have lived in Clay County for 14 years. I really enjoy working for the Conservation District in my area. I have learned many things about Conservation that I never knew before. I have met many people during my time with the Conservation District. The people that I work for and with are all wonderful and always there when I need a helping hand. I enjoy being outdoors and spending time with my family. I also enjoy meeting new people and learning new things. What can I say; I am just an average Mom and employee.

Awards Committee Chairperson Notes:   Crystal is a KACDE member and works hard at her job. Great to have you on the team – keep up the good work! 
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KACDE TEAMWORK MAKES EVERYONE A “SHINING” STAR
Wanda J. Gilbert – Awards Committee Chairperson
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