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       This is a great way to get to know your co-workers and
                  what is happening in our sister counties.

Who’s in the “Limelight”!
Jeff Upchurch – Wayne County Conservation District

[image: image3.jpg]g &




 Hello!  My name is Jeff Upchurch.  I started working with the Wayne County Conservation District on January 3, 2006, as an 80/20 technician after sixteen years in the animal feed industry. I have always enjoyed working with producers on the farm so the district position is a perfect fit for me.

The District programs I am involved with include:  surveying, designing, and planning EQIP, WHIP, State Cost Share, and Local Cost Share; local equipment rental, Tree-giveaway, Farm Safety Day, educational programs with local schools, and other activities. 

I am married to Pam, who teaches at Clinton County High School, and we have three children Jacob (age 19), Jared (9), and Jonna (2).  I am a life-long resident of Wayne County. I enjoy hunting and fishing when time and other obligations allow. I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has kept me in their thoughts and prayers these last few months. 

The Conservation District is very appreciative of the good work Jeff does, and we all sincerely appreciate his dedication to his work.  He has come in to work many days that he doesn't feel well.  He is devoted to the work he does and is always willing and able to provide assistance to our customers.

Awards Committee Chairperson Notes:   Jeff is a KACDE member, dedicated to his job and we are proud to have him on our team.  Keep up the good work. 
Brian Hacker – Knox County Conservation District
My name is Brian Hacker and I have been with the Knox County Conservation District for about 2 years.  During this time, I have had the wonderful opportunity to serve our community and its farmers.

Having grown up on a farm, I hold a deep appreciation for those we serve.  I know what it’s like to house tobacco from daylight ‘til dark. I know how it feels to feed cattle in the dead cold of winter or during the hottest of summer.  I also know what it’s like when the “government” makes suggestions on how to “improve” your farm.  Most farmers have no appreciation for “government suggestions”.  That’s where I think that we, as Districts, forge the greatest links.  We’ve “been there and done that”.  We can speak the language of our farmers and bring a better understanding of Farm Bill programs to those we work with.
I also enjoy working with our Knox County “Team”.  Brian Jones, our NRCS District Conservationist, Linda Davidson, our District Administrative Secretary, and I truly work together to make sure that the farmers in our area have every available resource to put conservation on the ground.
I also have a great team at home.  Stephanie, my wife of 14 years, and Joshua, my 9 year old son, have always supported me in everything I’ve done.  (Don’t tell her, but I probably would have never amounted to anything if it hadn’t been for her.)  We’re all three very active in our church, Green Road Baptist Church, of which I am Pastor.  We also actively work with Cub Scouts, 4-H, and FFA organizations.  
I also have a new joy in my life – working with Conservation Districts across the state.  It has been such an enjoyable experience to work with KACDE and its Board Members for the past few months.  We truly have a wonderful group of ladies representing us in the state of Kentucky.  KACDE members and Districts have a reason to be proud of their efforts!

Awards Committee Chairperson Notes:   Brian is a KACDE member, dedicated to his job and we are proud to have him on our team.  Keep up the good work. 
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Wanda J. Gilbert – Awards Committee Chairperson
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