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This is a great way to get to know your 
co-workers and what is happening
 in our sister counties.

           Who’s in the “Limelight”!
Ann Griffin - Shelby County Conservation District

[image: image2.wmf]My name is Ann Griffin and I have been the District Administrator for the Shelby County Conservation District for 21 years. I have been “titled” a Clerk, Secretary, and District Administrator according to the times. When I started to work for the District in 1988, 

 I also worked part-time for the Farm Service Agency and was later employed as part-time Clerk for the District and part-time technician for NRCS. I have enjoyed working with seven different NRCS District Conservationists over the last 21 years and tried to be the person always here to hold the office together through some trying times. Our office is located in a USDA Service Center with FSA and RD.  

     I have a wonderful Board of Supervisors to work with and some have been on the board longer than I have been employed. Two years ago, the District didn’t have adequate funding to pay my salary, so the board members approached Fiscal Court and were successful in getting a millage tax passed so we could continue as an effective organization.

     Since the District has been receiving funds from a millage tax, we are fortunate to offer seven local cost share programs to landowners in the county. Currently included are: livestock water, pasture seeding, heavy use areas, sinkhole repair, cover crop, lime application, and animal waste programs. Annually, we give away 4,000 tree seedlings, sponsor the poster and essay contests, outdoor classroom grants, library funds for conservation materials, and we have a dinner meeting to showcase our programs and recognize a Master Conservationist. Also, we are now able to assist our local county parks with funds to improve facilities for public use. The District helps the county fund a dead animal removal program. The District’s outreach program includes a web page and publishing a newsletter twice a year.  I especially enjoy assisting landowners with local, state, and federal programs, providing information and working with our District Conservationist, Randal Rock, and Technician, Kevin Skelton. These two guys put a lot of conservation on the ground and are the greatest crew to work with!  

     My husband, Don, and I live on a 187 acre farm in Shelby County that has been in my family for three generations. We lease most of the farmland for a corn and soybean rotation and I square bale ten acres of hay to sell and feed my horse and donkeys. I also raise a garden every year and mow about five acres every week – all summer long!
     Don took a bad fall off a roof ten years ago and is paralyzed from the waist down which has changed our lives forever. We have adjusted and stay optimistic for the future.
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I have been married to Don for 42 years and we have three sons. Our sons have married and given us seven wonderful grandchildren that we enjoy so much. They range from one year to seven years old, so you can imagine Christmas at our house! 

Awards Committee Chairperson Notes:   Ann is a KACDE member and a dedicated, hard working employee. Great to have you on the team – keep up the good work!

Melodie Bush - Carter County Conservation District
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Hi, my name is Melodie Bush and I am the part-time District Administrative Secretary for the Carter County Soil Conservation District. I have worked for the District for two and a half years. I have a bachelors’ degree in Agriculture from Morehead State University and an associates’ degree in Applied Science. I have lived in Carter County all of my life. I have been married for nine years to Chad Bush and we have two daughters, Mackenzie (7) and Lynnsey (5). 
We breed, raise, and show Tennessee Walking Horses. Our daughters started showing Boer goats this year as Clover Buds in 4-H. Our oldest daughter, Mackenzie, won the 7 year old, Showmanship Market Goat Division at the Kentucky State Fair! I stay very busy taking my daughters to: dance class, gymnastics, brownies, basketball, and church. I am very blessed to have such a wonderful family and a great job. 

Awards Committee Chairperson Notes:    Melodie is dedicated, hard working employee. Keep up the good work! 
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                   KACDE TEAMWORK MAKES EVERYONE
                   A “SHINING” STAR

                        Wanda J. Gilbert – Awards Committee Chairperson
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