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Chairman Morris Horn congratulating Donald Gaines 

for 37 years of service in December of 2008

The Taylor County Conservation District and the Kentucky Association of Conservation District Employees wish to recognize Mr. Donald Gaines as the January 2009 “Super” Star.  Donald Gaines served on the Taylor County Conservation District Board for 37 years and held the position of treasurer for most of those years.    

Mr. Gaines’ passion for farming has existed for as long as he can remember.  He has operated farms in Taylor, Adair, Green, Clinton and Casey counties.  His farm enterprises included tobacco, corn, soybeans and beef cattle.  He and his wife Carolyn had a pet bull, “Cookie” which lived to be 16 ½ years old!   They attend Fairview Baptist Church located in Mannsville, Kentucky.
He completed 2 terms as Commissioner on the Kentucky Soil and Water Conservation Commission from 1997 to 2005.  During his service on the Commission conservation districts experienced tremendous expansion in programs and funding with the establishment of the state cost share program and increase in Direct Aid.  Mr. Gaines was a residential appraiser for 30 plus years and he built and sold over 40 houses.  He also worked at Citizens Bank & Trust and Production Credit.  He was a board member of First Federal Bank (now Community Trust Bank) for 21 years.  
Mr. Gaines has one daughter and son-in-law, Delia and Doug Williams.  He has a twin brother, David and a sister Margaret Fain.  His oldest brother, Arthur passed away recently.   
Due to health concerns Mr. Gaines chose not to run for re-election this year.  We appreciate the footprint he left thorough his leadership in conservation at home in Taylor County as well as across the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
